2O       Antecedent Credibility of a Miracle.

us -much to know, though from nature we know no-
thing ; considering, lastly, our experience of a watch-
ful and merciful Providence, and the impracticability
already noticed of a Revelation without a Miracle, it
is hardly too much to affirm that the moral system
points to an interference with the course of nature,
and that Miracles wrought in evidence of a Divine
communication, instead of being antecedently im-
probable, are, when directly attested, entitled to a
respectful and impartial consideration.

When the various antecedent objections which
ingenious men have urged against Miracles are
brought together, they will be found nearly all to
arise fronr forgetfulness of the existence of moral
laws.1 In their zeal to perfect the laws of matter
they most unphilosophically overlook a more sublime
system, which contains disclosures not only of the
Being but of the Will of God. Thus, Hume, in a pas-
sage above referred to, observes, "Though the Being to
whom the Miracle is ascribed be Almighty, it does
not, upon that account, become a whit more probable,
since it is impossible for us to know the attributes or
actions of such a Being, otherwise than from the ex-
perience which we have of His productions in the usual
course of nature. This still reduces us to past obser-
vation, and obliges us to compare the instances of
the violation of truth in the testimony of men with
1 Vince, On Miracles, Sermon i.